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James 2

I. Christians are not to favor the rich, and despise the poor. Vs. 1-13

A. A rich man with a gold ring and expensive clothing came in, and
at the same time a poor man who was in rags came in. Vs. 2

B. Respect was shown to the rich man based only upon his riches.
Vs. 3

C. Despite was shown to the poor man based only upon his lack of
riches. Vs. 4

John 7:24 “Judge not according to the appearance, but judge
righteous judgment.”

D. On an average the poor are trusting and the rich are demanding.
Vs. 5-7

E. To love thy neighbor as thyself is wonderful, but to have respect to
persons is wrong. Vs. 8-9

Luke 10:27-37 “And he answering said, Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as
thyself.
28 And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and
thou shalt live.
29 But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who
is my neighbour?
30 And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from
Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him
of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half
dead.
31 And by chance there came down a certain priest that way:
and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.
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32 And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and
looked on him, and passed by on the other side.
33 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he
was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him,
34 And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil
and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an
inn, and took care of him.
35 And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence,
and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him;
and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will
repay thee.
36 Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto
him that fell among the thieves?
37 And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus
unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.”

F. If you break the law in one point, you are guilty of all the law.
Vs. 10-11

Romans 3:20 “Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no
flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of
sin.”

G. Be careful of what say and do, for you will be judged accordingly.
Vs. 12-13

Matthew 6:15 “But if ye forgive not men their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”
Matthew 7:1-2 “Judge not, that ye be not judged.
2 For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and
with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.

II. Faith without works is dead. Vs. 14-20

A. There is no profit in faith without works. Vs. 14
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B. Your faith will not help someone who is in need of clothing and
food unless you give them clothing and food. Vs. 15-16

C. Faith without works is dead. Vs. 17
Ephesians 2:8-10 “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.
10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto
good works, which God hath before ordained that we should
walk in them.”

D. Faith is revealed by works. Vs. 18

E. You do well to believe that there is one God, but the devils also
believe and tremble. Vs. 19

F. Faith without works is dead. Vs. 20

III. True faith produces works. Vs. 21-26

A. Abraham’s faith was revealed by his works, when he offered Isaac
upon the altar. Vs. 21-22

Romans 4:1-3 “What shall we say then that Abraham our father,
as pertaining to the flesh, hath found?
2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to
glory; but not before God.
3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it
was counted unto him for righteousness.”
Hebrews 11:17-19 “By faith Abraham, when he was tried,
offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered
up his only begotten son,
18 Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called:
19 Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the
dead; from whence also he received him in a figure.”
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Genesis 22:2-13 “And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son
Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah;
and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the
mountains which I will tell thee of.
3 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his
ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son,
and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went
unto the place of which God had told him.
4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the
place afar off.
5 And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with
the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come
again to you.
6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it
upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife;
and they went both of them together.
7 And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My
father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the
fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?
8 And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb
for a burnt offering: so they went both of them together.
9 And they came to the place which God had told him of; and
Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and
bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood.
10 And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to
slay his son.
11 And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven,
and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I.
12 And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do
thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God,
seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me.
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13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold
behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham
went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering
in the stead of his son.”

B. Abraham believed God and it was imputed unto him for
righteousness. Vs. 23

1. Abraham was called the friend of God. Vs. 23

C. A man is justified by faith that is revealed by works. Vs. 24

D. Rahab’s faith was revealed by her works when she protected the
messengers of Israel. Vs. 25

Joshua 6:22-25 “But Joshua had said unto the two men that had
spied out the country, Go into the harlot’s house, and bring out
thence the woman, and all that she hath, as ye sware unto her.
23 And the young men that were spies went in, and brought out
Rahab, and her father, and her mother, and her brethren, and all
that she had; and they brought out all her kindred, and left them
without the camp of Israel.
24 And they burnt the city with fire, and all that was therein:
only the silver, and the gold, and the vessels of brass and of iron,
they put into the treasury of the house of the LORD.
25 And Joshua saved Rahab the harlot alive, and her father’s
household, and all that she had; and she dwelleth in Israel even
unto this day; because she hid the messengers, which Joshua
sent to spy out Jericho.”

E. The body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead.
Vs. 26


